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Teachers, please have your students write letters about what they have learned. Please forward all letters to CAPP at the address below.  Thank you!

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM, INC.

5 Hanover Square, 15th Floor

New York, NY 10004

CAPP Phone (212) 344-1902

CAPP Fax (212) 344-1923

Important Telephone Numbers

Mandated Reporters Child Abuse Line


            800-635-1522

Non-Mandated Reporters Child Abuse Line


800-635-1522
Parent Helpline






800-342-PIRC

parenting classes, parent support groups

N.Y.C. Police Department





212-267-7273

Special Victims Unit

Domestic Violence Hotline





800-621-HOPE

Resources for Children





212-677-4650
with Special Needs (RCSN)

AIDS/HIV Hotline





         
212-447-8200

(administered by the NYC Dept. of Health)

Legal Information for Families Today (LIFT)


212-343-1122

Free legal information, support, and referrals

Covenant House Nineline




           
800-999-9999

Helpline for kids dealing with; family, 

relationships, running away, suicide, etc.

Protective Services for Adults & Disabled


           
212-630-1853

NYC Education Hotline





212-669-7250

Transportation issues, after school programs, 

Special education, etc 

NYC Department of Homeless




800-994-6494

Services Hotline

LIFENET







800-LIFE-NET

Provides counseling, crisis intervention,

Depression, substance abuse, etc

More Resources

www.ClassWish.org - Nonprofit organization that helps teachers & parents obtain needed classroom supplies.

New York City Housing Authority 



www.nyc.gov or

The Bronx






1-718-329-7859

Brooklyn/ Staten Island




1-718-250-5900

Manhattan/ Queens





1-212-828-7100

Section 8 Assistance





www.nyc.gov or









1-212-480-6672
WIC







www.health.state.ny.us or









1-800-522-5006 

The Food Stamp Program




www.foodstampshelp.org or









1-877-472-8411

Child Care Program





www.nyc.gov or









1-212-929-7604 x3010 or 3016









1-888-469-5999

Head Start Program





www.nyc.gov or









1-212-232-0966

NYS Child Support Helpline




1-888-208-4485

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP): 

Helps low income homeowners and renters 

pay bills for heating fuel, equipment and repairs

www.nyc.gov
Utility Assistance Program




1-212-331-3150

Prenatal Care for Pregnant Women & Infants (PCAP)
1-800-522-5006 (any language)

Emergency Housing Hotline
1-800-994-6494 (English/Spanish)

Food Emergency
1-866-888-8777 (English, Spanish, Chinese, Haitian-Creole, Russian)

Medicaid
www.health.state.ny.us

1-877-472-8411 

 

Food Bank For New York City
www.foodbanknyc.org
39 Broadway, 10th Floor
1-212-566-7855

New York, NY 10006


 

Health Plus (various locations)



www.healthplus-ny.org
Child Health Plus (under 19 yrs. Old)



1-800-698-4543

Family Health Plus (19-64 yrs. Old)



1-877-934-7587

Health Care Plus (Medicaid managed care plan)



Health Plus Provider





healthservices@healthplus-ny.org





1-800-450-8753

Enrollment





enrollment@healthplus-ny.org






1-800-300-8181 or 718-630-0126

Recertification





recertification@healthplus-ny.org






1-800-784-7842 or 718-630-0139

Tele-Nurse Plus (24 hr. Nurse helpline)


1-800-437-7587

Ready Willing and Able:

Provides work-training opportunities, computer skills training and job placement for homeless and recovering drug and alcohol addicts. 

Work assignments include: Culinary Arts, Apartment Repairs and Street Cleaning.

Facilities: Brooklyn, Harlem, Jersey City and Philadelphia
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USE THIS PACKET TO CREATE A ‘TELLING 

ENVIRONMENT’ – WHERE YOUR STUDENTS 

CAN FEEL SAFE ENOUGH TO ASK FOR HELP 

WHEN THEY NEED IT.

As a teacher, you are required to wear many hats both in and out of the classroom.  Remember, while you may not be their parent, you do spend a great deal of time with the children in your class.  This packet has been created for you so that you can more comfortably put on the hat of child abuse prevention educator.
Children must be taught how to prevent abuse and what to do if they are found in such a situation.  Similarly, we need to teach children how not to become abusers or bullies themselves.  These days, it is simply not enough to teach children ‘book smarts’ and to “Say No to Strangers.”  

Before you read on, we want to remind you that CAPP is here as a resource for you.  Please feel free to call us at 1-866-922-CAPP if you have questions concerning child abuse.

The following pages include topic overviews, suggested activities and worksheets that you can use the rest of the semester to discuss a host of issues including physical abuse, sexual abuse, bullies, feelings & emotions. 

If you do not talk to kids about child abuse, they will not talk to you.

One of the reasons that CAPP is so effective is in part due to teachers like you! The continuation of what the children in your class learned today with the puppets is a vital part of the workshop. Please find ways to keep Stephen and Sabrina alive in the children’s thoughts. 

If you continue to educate them about child abuse, your children will recognize you as the person who will hear them if they need to be heard.  

This Packet Contains:

1-2…………………….Resources for Teachers

3……………………….How To Use This Packet

4…………………..….Quick Tips

5……………………….Indicators of Abuse and Neglect

6……………………….Letter Writing Activity

7……………………….Safe and Unsafe Touch, The Uh-Oh Feeling

8-9……………………Talking to Children About Sexual Abuse

10-12…………………Dealing With Bullying

13………………………Teaching Children to Talk About Feelings

14………………………Danger! Worksheet

15……………………….Identifying Support Systems

16………………………What if…?

17……………………….Taking Disclosures

18……………………….Life of an SCR Report
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Quick Tips for Child Abuse Prevention Educators

· Do your activities right before lunch.  We know this may sound silly, but CAPP has learned that like adults, kids love their privacy and by discussing the topic before lunch you have just given a child the perfect opportunity to speak with you in private while the other children are leaving for lunch or recess.

· Use the puppets as your guide.  The stories of Stephen’s physical abuse by his mother and Sabrina’s sexual abuse by her mother’s boyfriend are powerful, tangible, and easy ways to get children to discuss very difficult issues.  Ask the children how they feel about the stories and about the characters.  You will be surprised how quickly they open up.
· Make sure you are comfortable.  Continuing to educate your students about child abuse prevention is important, but not at the expense of you or your students. If you are uncomfortable with the subject of abuse, your students will be able to sense it – especially a child who has been abused.  Test your level of knowledge and your comfort with the subject before you forge ahead.  If you are unable to discuss these issues with your class, don’t do anything that makes you uncomfortable. Perhaps another teacher can incorporate your class into their activities. Or, try asking the Guidance Counselor or other CAPP-trained professional from your school to visit your class monthly to do some abuse-related activities.  
· Be Creative.  This package is full of guidelines and suggestions, but you are the teacher, so be as creative as you would like.  You know best what your students will or will not respond to. Remember: the easier you make it for these children to talk, the more they will!
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Letter Writing Activity
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CAPP’s Child Safety Workshop brings up a wide range of emotions and feelings in most of the students who meet Stephen and Sabrina. We at CAPP have found that many children find letter or journal writing a great, safe way to express their feelings.  This activity is most effective when completed immediately after the Workshop, as this is the time when the children are still feeling connected to the puppets, and they may not edit themselves as they might once time has lapsed.
Use the following as letter-starters to encourage children to express their feelings regarding Stephen and Sabrina’s experiences with child abuse.  These letters can be used to foster a class discussion, or they can be mailed directly to CAPP.  

Please remember to read the letters before forwarding them to CAPP, as many children disclose instances of abuse with this exercise.  Please forward any letters that cause concern to the Guidance Counselor or other CAPP-trained professional in your school.

For example:


Dear Stephen,


Thank you for coming to my school to tell us your story. If I had a friend who was having a similar problem, I would tell him… 


Dear Sabrina,

It was really brave of you to tell someone what was happening to you. I learned…

If writing is difficult for your class, try asking them to use art to convey their message.

For Example:

Divide a piece of paper in fours, and have the children draw four situations 

showing parents disciplining their children SAFELY, not in the form of child abuse. 
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Safe and Unsafe Touch

At CAPP we have adopted the terms Safe and Unsafe

to describe different touches as opposed to the Good

and Bad touch.  We encourage you not to use good
or bad because frankly, some touches that are unsafe

don’t necessarily feel bad.  Nor do we want to give

children the impression that all sexual touch is bad, but

it can be unsafe for children.

· To help open up the discussion with your kids ask them to identify different touches and categorize them on the board as either safe or unsafe.  Always remember that some touches can be both safe and unsafe.  For example, a tickle that has gone just a little too far, or a kiss can turn from safe to unsafe.  

· If you are unsure as to why a child may give a certain answer, just ask him/her to explain.  

· Finally, it is important to always be listening to your students.  Some children may take this opportunity to disclose their experiences.  If so, try to let the class know each one of them is entitled to private time.  Speak to the child privately and then proceed to the Guidance Counselor or other CAPP-trained professional in your school and explain the situation.

* It may be a good idea to let your school’s designated reporter know in advance when you will be doing prevention education.

The Uh-Oh Feeling

Children, adults and the elderly all know about the Uh-Oh Feeling, but how many of us really believe in it?  This is a great opportunity for children to learn to trust themselves and their environments.  The object of this activity is to help your class understand warning signals that may help them to get away from a potentially dangerous situation, before anything serious happens. 

· Explain to your students that, “Sometimes we all get that funny feeling and we don’t know why.  It can be a nervous feeling in the stomach, a tingle up the spine or even goose bumps.  This is the UH-OH Feeling. It is the body’s radar system.”  

· Ask the children to give examples of when they have had the uh-oh feeling.

· Have your students figure out how they handled themselves, and how they can better help themselves in the future.  

· If someone in the class hasn’t already, relate the uh-oh feeling to touching:  “Sometimes people touch us and it is hard to figure out if it is okay or not.”  

*The important rule to teach is that however the body reacts when you have the uh-oh feeling be sure to trust it and get out of the situation.

When CAPP came to your school, we told your students that when they get the Uh-Oh Feeling, they should: 

Say No! Get Away! Tell Someone Right Away!

Talking to Children About Sexual Abuse

Sabrina’s story is a catalyst to have your class begin to recognize the severity of sexual abuse. At CAPP, we know that sexual abuse is a difficult topic to explore but you must remember: if you do not talk to children, they will not talk to you. Sexual abuse is not a topic that needs to be explored on a daily basis in the classroom, but it must be discussed.
Some tips on how to talk to children about sexual abuse:

Use concrete examples

When talking with children remember that in 90% of situations where someone sexually harms a child, the child (and often their family) knows the person who is acting in a sexually inappropriate way. When talking with kids about child sexual abuse, use examples and situations that acknowledge this.

Talk about tricks

Some people who sexually abuse children tell the child that it is their fault, that no one will believe them, that if they tell anyone they will hurt their family or pet, etc. Explain these tricks to your children and reassure them that you can handle the situation.

Involve other adults

Children need to know that there are other adults in whom they can confide. Sometimes children are afraid that they will "get in trouble" if they tell their parents about something that happened. This fear can be reinforced by the person who is harming them. Help your children to realize that there are other adults who can help them if they don't want to talk to Mom or Dad or if Mom or Dad is doing something that concerns them.

Be approachable

By initiating conversations about healthy sexual boundaries, by answering questions accurately and respectfully, by handling disclosures calmly and reassuringly, you send the message that you are someone your child (or other children you care about) can talk to even when something has already happened.
Important messages children need to hear:

· You are special and important.

· Your body is your own.

· There are parts of your body that are private. You have the right to say no to anyone who wants to touch your vagina, penis, breasts, or buttocks.

· Say “no” in a deep, loud voice if anyone touches you in a way that makes you feel uncomfortable or afraid.

· If someone does bother you I want you to tell me.  I promise that I won’t be angry and that I will believe you.

· If someone does touch you in a way that doesn’t seem right, it’s not your fault.  What an adult does is never your fault.

*This information adapted from Stop It Now! Minnesota
Read the below questions aloud and ask your class to pick the best answer. Reinforce correct answers and whom the children should tell if they have a problem. If a child consistently claims that he/she would not tell, please send that child to see the guidance counselor in your school who attended CAPP’s training workshop. 

1st Question: Lily is at home with her stepfather one summer day. Her mom is still at work. Lily’s stepfather tries to touch her private body parts. Lily is confused and angry and does not know what to do. 

Lily should….

A. Be upset, but don’t say anything because it might get him in trouble.

B. SAY NO! GET AWAY AND TELL SOMEONE RIGHT AWAY!

C. Go and watch T.V.

D. Ask him why he is doing this.

2nd Question: Greg is playing with some friends at the park. Inside the restroom is a man who tells Greg he will give him $5.00 if Greg will touch the man’s private parts.

Greg should…

A. Take the money and runaway as fast as he can.

B. Don’t touch the man, but rather stay and talk to him.

C. LEAVE QUICKLY AND TELL HIS FRIENDS THEY NEED TO LEAVE THE PARK RIGHT AWAY.

3RD Question: Michelle feels uncomfortable around her aunt. Her aunt tries to be alone with her a lot. When they are alone, Michelle’s aunt talks to her in a way that makes her feel confused.

Michelle should…

A. Report her aunt to the police.

B. Stop worrying so much, and realize that she should do whatever her aunt says.

C. REFUSE TO BE ALONE WITH HER AUNT AND TALK TO ANOTHER ADULT ABOUT HER FEELINGS.

4th Question: James is a friend of Kendra’s mom. James wants Kendra to play a secret game. The other time they played this game, James touched Kendra’s private places. He says it is a special secret between them. He brings her presents all the time and reminds her that she should not tell anyone about their secret.

Kendra should… 

A. Never tell because she took the presents.

B. Not tell because it’s a secret.

C. Not take any more presents.

D. NOT PLAY THE GAME AND TELL HER MOM RIGHT AWAY!

5th Question: Suppose you were sexually or physically abused and you told an adult but he or she did not help you?

What should you do?

A. Forget about it.

B. Cry a lot, but not tell anyone.

C. KEEP TELLING UNTIL SOMEONE HELPS YOU.

D. Run away.

6th Question: You find out that one of your friends or someone in your class has been abused.

How would you feel about him/her?

A. I would feel that there was something wrong with him/her.

B. I wouldn’t want to let him/her come near me.

C. I would wonder what happened.

D. I WOULD WANT TO HELP HIM/HER TELL AN ADULT.

Dealing with Bullying

· Increase supervision. Bullying takes place in areas that are shielded from direct adult view, such as bathrooms, unsupervised hallways, and hidden corners of the playground. One way to discourage bullying is to eliminate these areas--for example, by fencing off areas of the playground that can't be seen easily or by placing adult monitors in the bathrooms and halls.

· Begin when children are young. The peak ages for bullying are between fourth and seventh grades. After that, "successful" bullies often drop out, or join gangs, and move on to more serious illegal activities. So anti-bullying discussions need to start early--by second or third grade, if not before. When young children talk and think about bullies, they are learning important lessons about citizenship, violence, and conflict-resolution that will serve them for life.

· Teach inclusion. The essence of bullying is exclusion: forcing one child to be isolated, apart from the group. A key anti-bullying message is that everyone needs to be included. Given time and a little encouragement by a skillful teacher, children will come to this conclusion themselves. When they do, they realize that they have the power to combat bullying by looking after each other, so no child is left out.

· Teach children to take a stand, not stand by. Bullies play to their audience of frightened, possibly impressed classmates; they count on other children to remain silent. Through classroom discussions, children can come to see that it's not OK to simply be a bystander when another child is being bullied. Instead, children learn that when they stick up for each other, they all are safer.
Another key lesson is that telling an adult is not tattling, but is in fact the brave and responsible thing to do. Children can go in pairs or groups to report bullying, rather than alone, so they don't need to be afraid. Some schools also set up "bully boxes" where children can report bullying anonymously.
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Bullying Resources for Teachers

1. Operation Respect

 www.operationrespect.org or www.dontlaugh.org

“ Don’t Laugh At Me” (DLAM) is designed to inspire students, along with their teachers and other educators, to transform their classrooms and schools into "Ridicule Free Zones". The program materials include a curriculum guide, CD, video and pre-and-post implementation questionnaires for both schools and summer camps. The school program consists of two separate curricula; one developed for grades 2-5 and the second developed for grades 6-8.

2. School Safety

 www.schoolsafety.us 

Free downloads for educators to distribute to their students 

3. Teachers Network
www.teachersnetwork.org or 212-966-5582

Teachers Network provides materials for educators to distribute to their classes and helpful tips on how to lead a discussion on the bullying topic.

· Lesson plans, Online courses, New teachers handbook, Instructional videos  
4. Bully Frog

www.bullyfrog.com or 516-433-9444

The Bully Frog Program is a Character Education program for both Elementary and Middle School, that finally gives educators, students and parents an entertaining, interactive and effective way to help students successfully deal with bullying and cyber bullying behavior.  Program for grades K-8.  

5. Good Character

www.goodcharacter.com 

Groark Learns About Bullying is apart of the video series Getting Along with Groark.  Groark and his friend teach kids in grade K-5 how to deal with bulling issues.  Video $69.95

6. ADL/Anti-Defamation League (Pre K-2nd)

www.teachingtolerance.org

Teaching Tolerance provides educators with free educational materials that promote respect for differences and appreciation of diversity in the classroom and beyond.

· Classroom activities; Web-exclusive resources; Materials for Mix It Up, a student-led activism initiative; Grants for anti-bias projects developed and implemented by K-12 educators; and a monthly e-newsletter
7. Olweus Bullying Program

http://www.clemson.edu/olweus/

The Olweus [pronounced Ol-VEY-us] Bullying Prevention Program is a comprehensive, school-wide program designed for use in elementary, middle, or junior high schools. Its goals are to reduce and prevent bullying problems among school children and to improve peer relations at school. Core components of the program are implemented at the school, classroom, and individual levels.

8. Peacebuilders

www.peacebuilders.com

PeaceBuilders is the research-validated anti-violence youth program designed to integrate into your daily routine by identifying specific risk factors and managing them with simple techniques. Created for the young child, child, pre-teen and teen, PeaceBuilders addresses risk factors, which predict violence, bullying and drug and tobacco use. 

Bullying Activities

The following activities can be used to help children get a better understanding of child-to-child violence.  

Start out by saying something like, “All of us have seen bullying at school, on the playground, or on the bus.” Ask for instances when children have either witnessed or experienced bullying. Remind your students that this is not a time for tattle tailing. However, you should be prepared for the possibility that this may occur. 

Define bullies and explain why other children might bully: 

Bullies…

· Are people with problems

· Have a lot of anger inside

· Like to hurt and frighten people

· Pick on people they think are smaller or weaker

· Like to be in control

Writing Exercise

This activity is intended to help your children verbalize their feelings about bullies and how to better deal with them. 

Ask the children to write down answers to the following questions and share them with the class.  

Make lists on the boards so that each child can learn from the other children’s examples.  If a child in your class is someone you know to be a bully, or if other children single someone out, try to encourage your students not to be judgmental, and allow the singled out child a chance to speak. Not to defend themselves, but a chance to participate with the class.  

Dealing with bullies…

· What can someone do if they are being bullied?

· What can someone do if they see someone else being bullied?

· Can you think of a time when joking around went too far and crossed the line into bullying?  Write a couple of sentences about the situation.

· Sometimes it can be hard to tell the difference between joking around, teasing, and bullying.  How can you figure out when something is bullying?

This activity can be followed up with a role-playing activity, based on the class’ ideas for alternative ways of dealing with a bully, that you have already written on the board.

Ask a student to come to the front of the room. You, the teacher, will act the part of the bully, and the student you select will act the part of the bullied. Ask that the student picks one of the techniques you have written on the board, and responds to you using that technique. Play out a scenario where you try to bully the student, but then they use the technique to dissuade you. Afterwards, ask your class what they thought. Did it work? What worked about it? Why did it work? What could the student have done better? 

Teaching Children to Talk About Feelings

Kids often have trouble identifying feelings. These activities can help especially in relation to problems at home.  Oftentimes, children can feel upset for a long time after a family argument, which can disturb their behavior and their academic abilities.  Giving children a language and a forum to identify those feelings can help.  

Ask your students to brainstorm feeling-words. Ask: What are some feelings that kids feel? Write your students’ answers on the board. Using some of the different feelings that your students have come up with, ask the following two questions: 

What are some things that make kids feel _____? What can a kid do when they feel _____? 

Children may be able to identify bodily reactions (stomach ache, sweatiness, wanting to cry, shakiness…), which are good feelings to pay attention to. If any of your students name a bodily reaction, include it in the list, and use the opportunity to encourage your students to listen to their bodies. You can also use the bodily reaction to try to urge your students to name the emotion that leads to the bodily reaction. 

Remember that it is important to give children a language they can use for their emotions and it is equally important for them to know that you are a person that they can turn to in times of need.

Also remember that talking about negative emotions (anger, sadness, fear) can be difficult for children. Children often feel guilty for feeling those emotions, so it is important for you to remind them that it’s okay to feel angry, and to talk about it, but it’s not okay to hurt others, hurt themselves, or hurt property.

To end the discussion on a positive note, ask your students to:

· Have them draw a picture of something that makes them happy.

· Make a list of five good things in their life now.
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DANGER!

Sometimes we can find ourselves in dangerous situations. We know we are in these situations because we can detect warning signals that let us know that something is unsafe. Dangerous situations can be scary, and they can sometimes hurt us. It is always important to remove yourself from these dangerous situations as soon as we detect a warning signal.

Directions: Describe a dangerous situation. This can be from real life, or it can be made up. Imagine yourself in this situation. Think about what the warning signals would be in this dangerous situation – that might let you know that it is unsafe. Write down how you might be able to remove yourself from this situation if you were in it. 

Situation: 








      

      


Answer and describe the following questions:

1. What was your warning signal? 





















2. What made you believe there was potential danger?



















3. What do you think could have happened to you if you got involved?
















4. How did you react?
























Identifying Support Systems

Begin by explaining what a support system is.  We at CAPP say that a support system is: a group of people who help you deal with things that are difficult for you. It is important to explain that everyone needs a support system, even teachers. There are lots of different people who can belong to support systems.  Let the children know that no two support systems are the same.

Brainstorm to create as many systems as you can with the children, and write their ideas on the board.  If they cannot think of examples, start them off with parents, family, friends, school, etc.
Hand of Trust Exercise
[image: image11.wmf]Have the children trace their hand on a piece of paper.  Have them write down an adult that they trust on each finger.  Again, remind them that these people may be a family member, a teacher, clergy leader, or other adult.  

Ask your students why each child chose the support members they did.  It is important to find out the significance of the people in the children’s systems - what they mean to your students and how they can help your students.  

Remember to validate your class for having chosen the people they did as members of their support system.  Take notice of children who do not include their primary care giver in their system. Actions speak louder than words. 

What If…?

It can be very helpful for children to think about what they might do in case of a dangerous situation, and to hear what others might do. Please try to include some of these “What if...” situations in your classroom discussions.

WHAT IF…

· You get home from school, the door is locked, and no one is home…?

· You see a strange car driving up and down your block…?

· A man wants you to show him how to get to a place that he is looking for…?

· Someone rings your doorbell and your mom is not home…?

· Some older kids want you to play doctor with them take your clothes off…?

· You get separated from your mom when you go shopping…?

· A high school kid asks you to help him find his puppy…?

· You have to go to the bathroom when you are at the movies…?

· Someone that lives in your house makes you feel uncomfortable…?

REMEMBER, ALWAYS REMIND YOUR CLASS TO:

SAY NO! GET AWAY! TELL SOMEONE RIGHT AWAY!
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TAKING DISCLOSURES

When a child discloses maltreatment or abuse, you only need to conduct a minimal facts interview to determine if a report should be made to the State Central Register.  A thorough investigation is not required to make a report and is discouraged since the child will be interviewed more thoroughly by child protective authorities.  A minimal facts interview will obtain the following information:

· Who is the abuser

· What is the relationship to the child

· Age of the abuser

· What type of abuse is happening

· Any marks or bruises

· Where is the abuse happening

· Is anyone else around

· When does the abuse happen

· How often

· Last time

· Are there any siblings in the house

· Do they attend the same school

· Are they abused

· Have you ever told anyone about the abuse

Remember…

· Avoid leading questions. Leading questions imply or suggest an answer, contain the answer within the question, are more likely to elicit inaccurate information, and can affect the integrity of an investigation.

· Leading: Does Daddy tuck you in at night?

· Semi-Leading: Who tucks you in at night?

· Non-Leading: What happens at bedtime?

· Be objective and non-judgmental.

· Interview the child in a private setting when possible

· Encourage the child to tell you what happened in their own words, and use their language when referring to what they have told you.

· Understand the child’s concerns about disclosing. Understand the child’s sense of time.

· When taking notes, explain why you are doing so.

· Explain loosely what will happen next – be sure not to scare the child, but do not lie.

· End the interview on a positive note: “I am so proud of you for telling me your story.”

Do Not…

· Bribe the child.

· Make promises you cannot keep.

· Make the child feel that they are in trouble or at fault.

· Ask the child to remove clothing or demonstrate abuse.

· Touch the child, or invade their space.

· Rush the interview to finish.

· Repeat the same question without explaining why you are doing so.

· React/show judgment verbally or physically (facial expressions) to the child’s disclosure.
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